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	48th Armored Division
	
Shoulder sleeve patch of the United States Army 48th Armored Division

	Active	
1955–1 January 1968 (48th Armored Division)
 1946 – 1955 (48th Infantry Division)
	Country	
USA
	Branch	
Army National Guard
	Type	
Division
	Role	
Armor
	Garrison/HQ	
Jacksonville, Florida
	Nickname(s)	
Hurricane


	U.S. Armored Divisions

	Previous
	Next

	40th Armored Division (Inactive)
	49th Armored Division (Inactive)





The 48th Armored Division was a division of the United States Army National Guard from September 1946 until 1968. Most of its units were located within the Florida Army National Guard and the Georgia Army National Guard. From 1946 to 1955 it was an infantry division. During World War II the denotation 48th Infantry Division was used for a deceptive formation created for Operation Quicksilver, part of Operation Fortitude South II.

File:48th Armored Div formation.pdf


 	 	 	 		 			 		 		 		 			Shoulder Patch used by the National Guard 48th Infantry Division from 16 February 1949 to 1 November 1955.[1]
 		 	 
 	 	 	 		 			 		 		 		 			A platoon from Co A, 124th Infantry, 48th Infantry Division, Florida National Guard circa March 29, 1948.  Note the use of the "Ghost Division" patch.  For a short time, circa 1948, at least part of the National Guard 48th Infantry Division used this patch before a new patch (the red and white star) was designed.
 		 	 
 	
 	
 	 		 			 		 		 		 			154th Armored Infantry Battalion Crest, Florida National Guard
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48th Division of the National Guard[]

The 48th "Hurricane" Infantry Division was formed on 15 September 1946 of Florida and Georgia National Guardsmen. Just four days after the organization of the 51st "Rattlesnake" Infantry Division, which included some of Florida's Army National Guard units, the balance of the state's Guard units were combined with most of Georgia's Army National Guard to constitute the newly organized 48th "Hurricane" Infantry Division.

The 124th Infantry Regiment of the Florida ARNG was assigned on 5 July 1946 to the 48th Infantry Division. It was broken up on 1 November 1955 and its elements, the 124th Armored Infantry Battalion and the 154th Armored Infantry Battalion were both assigned to the 48th Armored Division. The 124th and 154th Armored Infantry Battalions were consolidated 15 April 1959 to form the 124th Infantry, a parent regiment under the Combat Arms Regimental System, to consist of the 1st and 2d Armored Rifle Battalions, elements of the 48th Armored Division.

"To prepare for challenges in Western Europe, the new troop basis authorized the conversion of four National Guard infantry divisions to armored divisions."[2]  Georgia, and Florida agreed to convert and on 1 November 1955 the 48th Division was redesignated as an armored division. When the 51st Infantry Division was inactivated in 1963, some of its units, both from Florida and South Carolina, were assigned to the 48th Armored Division. To better support the division's expanded unit base, its headquarters was moved north from Jacksonville, Florida, to Macon, Georgia.[3]

When the Army National Guard experienced its next major reorganization in 1967, the 48th Armored Division was chosen for inactivation, which occurred on 1 January 1968.

Soldiers and units in Florida were assigned to the 53rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team.  The number "48" was carried on by the Georgia National Guard and is today the 48th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.


WW II Deception Formation[]

 	
 	
 	 		 			 		 		 		 			This is the 48th Division "Ghost" patch used during WWII.
 		 	 
The 48th Infantry Division was 'created' in 1944 as an imaginary 'deception' formation. It formed part of Operation Quicksilver and Fortitude South II to replace the real 6th Armored Division when it moved to Normandy.[4][5]

The division was presented to the Germans as a well trained unit that had been formed at Camp Clatsop, Oregon in 1942. Following training at the Desert Training Center and maneuvers in the Olympic Peninsula the division had guarded the ALCAN Highway before being shipped to England in June 1944, where Agent Garbo reported that the uncle of one of his agents (An American NCO in the ETO Services of Supply.[6]) was a member of the division, which was not at the time he made the report under the command of either the First US Army Group or the 21st Army Group.[5][7] After disembarkation, the division established its initial headquarters at Newcastle-under-Lyme in Staffordshire before moving to Woodbridge in Suffolk.[5] There, as part of the  U.S. XXXIII Corps (United States) of the US 14th Army it was assigned the role of following up the Pas de Calais landings.[8]

Following Fortitude South II the division was depicted as moving to Brockenhurst in Hampshire where it carried out air landing training in conjunction with the US 21st Airborne Division. In December 1944 the division was depicted as moving to Dundee in Scotland where it was disbanded at the start of 1945, with some soldiers being used as replacements for other units while a small cadre returned to the United States.[5]

In addition to the usual divisional support units the 48th Infantry Division was presented as including the:[5]


	80th Infantry Regiment
	95th Infantry Regiment
	146th Infantry Regiment


Notes[]


	↑ The Institute of Heraldry

	↑ Wilson, John B.  1998.  Maneuver and Firepower:  The Evolution of Divisions and Separate Brigades.  Washington, D.C.  Center for Military History

	↑ National Guard Educational Foundation

	↑ Hesketh (1999). p. 244.

	↑ 5.0 5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4 Holt (2005). p. 906.

	↑ Harris (2000). p. 312.

	↑ Hesketh (1999). p. 251.

	↑ Hesketh (1999). p. 418.
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Allied military deception in World War II

	
	Deception Planning	

	'A' Force
	
	Dudley Clarke
	Victor Jones



	
	London Controlling Section
	
	John Bevan
	Dennis Wheatley
	Ronald Wingate



	
	Ops (B)
	
	Noel Wild
	Roger Fleetwood-Hesketh
	List of Ops (B) staff



	
	D Division
	
	Peter Fleming






	
	Camouflage	

	Middle East Cmd Camouflage Directorate
	
	Geoffrey Barkas
	Steven Sykes
	Tony Ayrton
	Peter Proud



	
	Ghost Army
	
	Louis Dalton Porter
	Ellsworth Kelly
	David Slepian
	Bill Blass
	Art Kane



	
	Other
	
	Ernest Townsend
	Jasper Maskelyne






	
	Operational Units	

	R Force
	
	David Strangeways



	
	Other
	
Beach Jumpers




	
	Decoys	
	Paradummy
	Starfish site



	
	Double Cross System	

	Twenty Committee
	
John Cecil Masterman

	
	Double Agents
	
	Joan Pujol Garcia (Garbo)
	Roman Czerniawski (Brutus)
	Roger Grosjean (Fido)
	Günther Schütz (Rainbow)
	Arthur Owens (Snow)
	Gösta Caroli (Summer)
	Wulf Schmidt (Tate)
	Nathalie Sergueiew (Treasure)
	Dušan Popov (Tricycle)
	Werner von Janowski (Watchdog)
	Eddie Chapman (Zig-Zag)
	Josef Jakobs
	Mutt and Jeff






	
	Fictional units

(British / US)	

	Field Armies
	
	First United States Army Group
	Fourth British Army
	Twelfth British Army
	Fourteenth United States Army



	
	Corps
	
	British XIV Corps
	British XVI Corps
	US XXXIII Corps
	US XXXV Airborne Corps
	US XXXVII Corps



	
	Divisions
	
	US 6th Airborne Division
	US 9th Airborne Division
	US 11th Infantry Division
	US 17th Infantry Division
	US 21st Airborne Division
	US 25th Armored Division
	US 48th Infantry Division
	US 55th Infantry Division
	British 58th Infantry Division
	US 59th Infantry Division



	
	Brigades
	
	1st SAS Brigade






	
	Operations	

	Operation Bodyguard
	
	Operation Copperhead
	D-Day naval deceptions
	Operation Fortitude
	Operation Graffham
	Operation Ironside
	Operation Skye
	Operation Titanic
	Operation Quicksilver
	Operation Zeppelin



	
	Other
	
	Operation Accumulator
	Operation Barclay
	Operation Bertram
	Operation Boardman
	Operation Cascade
	Operation Chettyford
	Operation Cockade
	Operation Ferdinand
	Operation Forfar
	Operation Hardboiled
	Operation Mincemeat
	Operation Pastel
	Operation Scherhorn
	Operation Span






	
	Books	
	Bodyguard of Lies (Anthony Cave Brown)
	British Intelligence in the Second World War (Vol. 5) (Michael Howard)
	The Deceivers: Allied Military Deception in the Second World War (Thaddeus Holt)







External links[]

	"Chapter XIII: The Total Army". 'Manoeuvre and Firepower: The Evolution of Divisions and Separate Brigades'. Army Lineage Series. United States Army Center of Military History. 1998. 60-14. http://www.history.army.mil/books/Lineage/M-F/chapter13.htm. 



All or a portion of this article consists of text from Wikipedia, and is therefore Creative Commons Licensed under GFDL.
The original article can be found at 48th Armored Division and the edit history here.
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